SUMMARY REPORT OF 2017 WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD
DAY CELEBRATION IN ETHIOPIA

BY: MIHRET EWNETU MULUALEM

The 2017 World Migratory Bird Day was colourfully celebrated on 20 and 21 May at Lakes Chitu,
Shalla and Zeway in the Central Rift Valley of Ethiopia. Education programmes, lectures, bird
walks and media coverage were the different types of events taking place. The celebration was
dedicated to explaining the topic of “Sustainable Development for Wildlife and People” in
accordance with the theme of “Their Future is our Future - A healthy planet for migratory
birds and people”. This year’s theme, which is linked to the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
has created great opportunities to acquaint the participants of the celebration with the two goals
that deal with the conservation of natural resources that are crucial for the future of humankind.
Of the 17 goals of the UN, adopted in September 2015, the two goals, namely #14 Life below
Water and #15 Life on Land, are exclusively dealing with the immediate need of conserving
biodiversity both in water and on land upon which people are dependent for their resources and
survival.

Currently changes in the quality and size of the wetlands due to unplanned development activities
have complicated the issue of bird conservation in many parts of the world. In Ethiopia, the
situation is worsening as these development undertakings are carried out in the Rift Valley area
which is the most fragile ecosystem but did not get proper attention in the form of an integrated
and sustainable approach of development. The wetlands in the Rift Valley Lakes of Ethiopia are
the major feeding and stop-over sites where hundreds of thousands of migratory birds congregate
at the peak seasons from November - February each year. Many of the lakes in this region are also
designated as Important Bird Areas which need high priority for bird conservation and bird-related
tourism activities. That is why every year Ethiopia celebrates World Migratory Bird Day in the
Central Rift Valley to raise awareness for the need for sustainable management of the natural
resource with main attention focused on bird conservation.



The main topics raised during the celebration were:

1. What is bird migration and why the need for conserving migratory birds?

2. Analysis of the condition of the three Lakes of Chitu, Shalla and Zeway and the need for
policy-makers to intervene urgently to resolve the threats hanging over these lakes.

3. Conservation efforts carried out in the area for the betterment of the status of the resource.

The status of the co-ordination of different stakeholders working in the area.

5. The water bird resource potentials of Lakes Chitu and Shalla found in Abijata-Shalla Lakes
National Park.

&

People from governmental and non-governmental conservation institutions, local community
elders, school teachers and journalists had been invited and attended the celebration. All the events
were organized jointly by Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority which is the focal institution
for CMS and AEWA and the Ethiopian Wildlife and Natural History Society which is the BirdLife
partner in Ethiopia.
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YADTFO YAMSTY 10:M5 TALT ANL+E DRTFTANPT!

NH4 ANC 90034 N4T EIPC AATR A& PNL+HE D& 7 PNL+E METY AT PADPLP ANNNPFM-Y
PAOMN® ANLALIFTT NATIZMNFE FACTINALT-PULLP MPTRFFO AT OLTT ATPMNP
PAATIPEPR FNNC ANEALITT C1THN AAEFA: NP+ NUATD PYATR N&EAT PAR7T APTF AAJD
he& PNLHE M& 37 ATINNC PO& LNEARTT IPFIRUCT RCU-INCTFITAD-LC-0LPTT AT PO&
AF FHPF AHNP 19T 7T PHIBA: NAATR Ad& 228 PAATD Ad& ANZ-NAAT PTO- 7 NPYAD+H
Ak R T1210 PNNE ALY 17C Y ATPLPT NQae+ N NTRFFD-9° 1H ANTDYT 2FAA: 2 harge
ANNNE- PALHRYF N&EF OPF NP INT LH YD

UADSFD YADSFT 10 MT™ TALT ANLHE OLTF AT ANPTI:-NTRA dBL-2A N2009%.9°
PANNZE AATR A& PNR+HE M& 7 HAR FP AT9F ASC ATNATT AAPT NTAD CON AL ITHN
AMEMC PR LATA 1@ P2009F A4-$A NHNN4GT Y9N FF HARFP PATYT INF IC P+&4- T4
PAPTIT +LMECT dLI1& NNAM %S ThHAT A121C APTIT NL+E OETY Pa9PIA ym-::
goNTE+HID PATLE ALY TALT AT ATE ARYTF @MY UNTTY DAL I4 jar: PAD- AS NNH ®17L
NOELT AL 296 PARA NIPIIR PIRAL @ N 1Y NOET NEF AL A FR +50F AFLMD- &3 PA: NAHU
P2009F HA®F A AT PaQPLCIM- P+L AL YNEFFTT HABFP MLEa YT ANLALIT 1THN TIALS)
NHUI® ADLLT PAM- ART PAAPE MNP MAF AR a9 P jm-:

NAATR he& PNETE M& 7 FAR PHLMCY £7%1F ATMANC AT+HNNC! F9RUCHP deCU-
INCTFITIARPTIICLE PF FHPFIPME ALF NFPF FNFTRFIO-LLCTFIPN-DNN AD-L-
COLPTIT AdeT UHNR U1t FY NMIHIEF A.h.h NT2L10/2017 AT NHU €7 ANNN NTTTF AdeT
$5F PNLHE MERTFY MNST IYHN ATINL N ATNG ATEUID ATANC::

Ne+E METT AT AR P ANNNPFE®T ACPMNS NI AN UAD-STFO- UAD-TFT PR ATCA!



